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HERSETH            WORKS TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR VETERANS

March 9,            2006, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth outlined three recent initiatives to improve            economic opportunities for veterans on a conference call with reporters            today. Herseth, who is the highest ranking Democrat on the House Veterans'            Affairs subcommittee for Economic Opportunity, is working to increase            vocational rehabilitation opportunities for veterans, increase the amount            of home loans available to disabled veterans, and support a key homeless            veterans supportive service program.

Herseth said, "Like            most South Dakotans, I have friends and family members who have served            and who are serving. In Congress, I'm doing everything I can to ensure            that those who are currently deployed have absolutely everything they            need to do their jobs safely and effectively. But it is also so important            that we care for these men and women who may have specific needs when            they return."

Herseth's efforts            focus on those who need training to re-enter the workforce, for homeless            veterans, and for those veterans who have suffered a service connected            disability:

    -  Vocational              Rehabilitation and Employment Service (VR&amp;E). VR&amp;E              is an extremely worthwhile employment oriented program that assists              service-disabled veterans as they train for, find and maintain suitable              employment. For veterans with service-connected disabilities so severe              that they cannot immediately consider work, VR&amp;E offers services              to improve their ability to live as independently as possible. This              morning, Herseth's subcommittee for Economic Opportunity held an oversight              hearing on the program to help improve communication and coordination              efforts between VR&amp;E and the Department of Labor. 
    -  The Disabled              Veterans Adaptive Housing Improvement Act.              Herseth introduced this bill recently to increase the amount of assistance              available to severely disabled veterans for specially adapted housing              from its current limit of $50,000 to $60,000 and from $10,000 to $12,000              for less severely disabled veterans. Herseth said, "This is important              not only because specially adapted homes are considerably more expensive              than conventional homes, but also because while building costs have              risen, the grant amount has remained relatively flat since this program              was implemented." 
    -  Homeless              Veterans Reintegration Program (HVRP).  Herseth joined with              Republican Representative Jeb Bradley from New Hampshire to request              full funding for the Department of Labor's HVRP. This program, which              provides competitive grants to homeless veterans' supportive service              programs, has been authorized at $50 million, but only received $21.98              million in Fiscal Year 2006. HVRP is the primary employment services              program accessible by homeless veterans and the only targeted employment              program for any homeless subpopulation. HVRP is a key program within              the Administration's faith- and community-based initiative, as it              is one of the few programs for which grassroots organizations are              directly eligible as applicants. 
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